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Pusitic ADMINISTRATION. 


The Pars darséka of the 18th February remarks that the 


action of the Magistrate of Chittagong, 
in reference to the late case of Tarun Sing 
and others, has been such as to make him liable to some punishment 
especially when the charges brought against the defendants have been 
proved to be untenable, those against certain of them being withdrawn by 
the Magistrate himself. ' ; 

9. Regarding the proposal to appoint a ryots representative 

. to the Indian Legislative Council, the 
Ryots' Representative in the Indian Fiditor of the same paper considers Mr. W. C. 
eo Bonerjee as peouliale unfit to have that 
honor. He is almost an Englishman, having no sympathies with the 
natives of this country. In conclusion, the Editor gives preference to the 
claims of Baboos Lal Mohun Ghose and Surendra Nath Banerjee. 

8, The same paper in an article considers that the recent high- 
handedness of police officers at Pubna and 
Bhagulpore, the trouble in Chittagong, and 
similar instances, have arisen from a want of 
firmness on the part of His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor,—a circum- 
stance which is amply taken advantage of by his subordinate officers. 

4. With reference tothe proposal to nominate a ryots’ represen- 

| eas tative to the Indian Legislative Council, the 
Bh anf semer ai in the Indian Bharat Mitra of the 22nd February considers 

Baboo Surendra Nath Banerjee as fit for the 
honor. In case Mr. W. C. Bonerjee be, as the rumour has it, selected, the 
interests of the ryots are likely to suffer. | 

5. The Bangabast of the 24th February remarks that the Anglo- 
Indians have no reason to be dissatisfied with 
the proposed amendment ofthe Criminal 
Procedure Code, inasmuch as their rights will virtually remain as they 
have hitherto been. The proposed amendment contemplates conferring 
the Jurisdiction over European British subjects on those native civilians 
only who will be considered by the local Government fit for exercising such 
power. Considering the way in which the law is going to be amended, only 
live or six natives will have the power of trying European British subjects. 
The Editor is unable to see the reason which underlies the objections of 
the European community in India to so insignificant an amendment as the 
one contemplated in Mr. Ilbert’s Bill. 

6, The same paper draws the attention of Government to the miserable 
Ths River below Berhampore state of the river which flows below Berham- 
| ii pore. The river may be crossed on foot 
without wetting the clothes. The water has been rendered impure by the 
presence init of water-plants in a state of decomposition. Unless the 
authorities take steps in time, the plague is sure to visit the place. 

7. The Dacca Prakds of the 25th February makes the following 
Bengal Administration Report. comments on the Bengal Administration 
should h Report. It is strange that Government 
ag ave taken no notice of the prayer repeatedly made by this paper 
oe men should be appointed to the Police Department. In 
. vithg-on ride men have been admitted through recommendation. The 
sy Pe Persie | remarked that the working of the punchayets constituted 
this fail ¢ Vhowkidari Act has not at all been satisfactory. The reason of 
had Sal to be sought in the fact that these punchayets have seldom 

and respectable men as members. Government ought to 
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The Pubna Case and the Lieutenant- 
Governor. 
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remove this defect of the punchayet system by nominating thereto zemin. 
dars, talukdars, and educated men of the locality. In case no sufficient] 
large numbers of respectable members be found in a particular Village, 
two or three adjoining villages might be comprised under the jurisdictio, 
of a punchayet. Most of. the defects of the punchayets may, in fact, be 
removed by local authorities taking due care in selecting members for them, 

8. The same paper complains of the practice on the part of Govern. 
ment of making India contribute to the 
expenses incurred in maintaining a State 
church in this country. 

-. 9, The Sadharant of the 25th February makes the following com. 

. ments on the proposed Municipal Bill ;— 

‘With reference to the election of Con. 

missioners, it has been proposed that all male inhabitants of a place who 

are not minors, no matter whether they pay tax or not, will have the power 

of electing Commissioners. But, then, as the Bill is silent as to how long 

residence in any place will be sufficient for one being considered as an 

inhabitant of the place, the Editor suggests that it should be expressly laid 

down that three months’ residence in any particular locality before a munici- 
pal election will be sufficient for that purpose... — 

Again, with reference to the election of Chairmen, it has been proposed 
to confer the power on some municipalities only, the others having their 
Chairmen nominated by the local Government... What class of munici- 

alities will have that privilege is nowhere mentioned in the Bill. The 
ditor has doubts whether this somewhat elastic law ‘will further the inter- 
ests of self-government. 

Again, the Bill says that Commissioners may, if they like, employ salaried 
Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen ; but then the salaries which the Commissioners 
give their Chairmen or Vice-Chairmen must be sanc- 
tioned by the local Government. Now, if even these little things require the 
sanction of Government, then there is no necessity for the system of local 
self-government. 

..10. With reference to the proposed amendment of the Criminal 
Procedure Code, the Sangbad Purna Chandro- 
daya of the 26th February, after examining 
the arguments of the Englishman newspaper 
at some length, expresses the hope that the representations of narrow-minded 
Englishmen will find no response from the present Liberal Government. 

11. QOnthe subject of the proposed amendment of the Criminal 
Procedure Code, the Purva Fratidhvani of the 
26th February makes the following observa- 
| tions :—The fears entertained by many Eng- 
lishmen, that if natives are invested with jurisdiction over European British 
subjects, European offenders will not meet. with justice, are quite groundless. 
Up to the present time no such charge of partiality has ever been preferred 
against any native Judge. What is more likely to occur,-in case the legal 
disability in question on the part of native executive officers is removed, !8 
that the instances of rupture of the spleen, drunkenness. on the part of 
Europeans, shooting of natives by Europeans, &c., will’ become rarer. In 
conclusion, the Editor expresses his firm belief that the opposition offered by 
the Anglo-Indian community to the proposed amendment will not. influence 
the action of Lord Ripon, whose heart is too good, and object: too noble t 
suff'r from any considerations of fear. abies a ee 

12. Referring to the meeting convened on the 21st February by the 
members of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce 
to protest against the propesed amendment (0 


A State Church in India. 


‘Proposed Municipal Bill. 


Amendment of the Criminal Proce- 
dure Code. 


Amendment of the Criminal Proce- 
dure Code. 


~ 


Trial of Europeans by Natives. 
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the Criminal Procedure Code, the Editor of the Soma Prakds of the 26th 
Vebruary makes the following observations:—That the members ‘of the 
Bengal Chamber of Commerce should show a determined spirit in this respect 
‘s not to be wondered at, euch determination being natural to Europeans ; but 
that they should enlist their sympathies in eo nnjust a cause is indeed surpris- 
‘ng. As the meeting did not set forth its grounds of objections, the Editor 
had to infer what those grounds were. As for the claim of Englishmen to be 
tried by their Peers, being founded on a right, the Editor has already in a 
former issue given the question full consideration. That this claim is 
not founded on any sort of right is evident from the fact that such claim is 
never put forth in Presidency towns. Had there reaily been any sort of right, 
‘, would have been enforced there also, That in the mofussil European 
British subjects have hitherto been allowed to enjoy the privilege in question 
is due to the fact that a few years back the condition of the mofussil 
was comparatively bad, and that good native judges were not always 
available there. Now that these disadvantages have been removed, and 
the newspaper has come to be considered as the fourth estate, it 1s time 
i that the legal disabilities in question should no longer exist. That 
under such favourable circumstances HKuropeans will have no objection to 


be tried by native judges is admitted by the Hon’ble Mr. Carmichael 
himself. 

Again, it is hardly conceivable that the present Liberal Government 
would countenance such arguments as are based on the night of 
conquest, and might be brought forward by the members of the Bengal 
Chamber of Commerce. It may be asked here that, if the Indians claim to 
be tried by their countrymen, will not the Government consider them 
mad? If the people of India, therefore, would be liable to be laughed at 
by Government in case they put forth any such claim, the Editor sees 
no reason why Europeans on the present occasion should not be treated in 
a similar way. If, again, the Government approve of the objections 
raised by Anglo-Indians against the amendment proposed, will it not 
have virtually falsified the Royal Proclamation of 1858, by which Her 
Majesty promised to banish all distinction of colour from her Indian 
dependency? Again, what is the meaning of the term Jaw? Whatever it 
may be, the term certainly cannot be applied to legislation in the interests 
of a particular class. 

The Editor is of opinion that the present movement, set on foot 
bythe members of the. Bengal Chamber of Commerce, will make that 
body ridiculous. 


13. The same paper remarks in another article that most of the 
— 7 : defects that now disfigure the present system 
ind State Scorers Of Viceroys of administration in India, véz.,a want of uni- 
formity in laws, partiality shown by Government 
officers, &¢., are to be ascribed to an injudicious selection of Viceroys: and 
State Secretaries. The Viceroys, when they first come out to India,are 
generally perfectly ignorant of Indian affairs. The task of guiding them con- 
sequently devolves on the officers who have been serving in the country for a 
ong time, and may therefore be presumed to have had a sufficieat-experience 
of it. These latter, again, owing to great many reasons, have their minds 
iled with unsound notions with respect to this country. Consequently, in 
the advice they tender to Viceroys, they often allow themselves to be 
nuuenced by preconceived notions. The Viceroys, who: have confidence in 
the ability of their advisers, follow a line of: policy which, as they deem it, 
8 calculate 
“dove mentioned, often totally fails in its: object. Similar remarks might be 
made with reference tothe selection of State Secretaries. The writer concludes 
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by remarking that it is desirable that those ex-Viceroys that have ACqUired 
reputation in their administration of India should, after the expiration of 
their term of office, be nominated to the office of Secretary of State for 
India. .- 
14. The same paper complains of the hardship caused by the recey 
legislation to labourers in Assam, and questions 
the justice of regulating labour by law. 

15. With reference to the question of nominating aryots’ represen. 
tative to the Indian Legislative Council, the 
Editor of the Sangbad Prabhakara of the 26h 
February advocatesthe claims of Baboo Surendra Nath Banerjee, who is 
in the opinion of the Editor, the ablest man in Bengal. 

16. The Charu Varta of the 26th paps # contains an article op 

: -iminal Pro. the proposed amendment to the Criminal 
Png =" chupeid on seen pa Gasttute Code. After showing the narrow 
scope of the proposed amendment, and dwelling on the privileges which 
the European British subjects enjoy in this country, and will continue to do, 
even when the proposed Bill is passed into law, the Editor remarks that, if the 
privilege which it is now sought to remove had been enjoyed by Englisb- 
men alone, he might console himself with the reflection that the circum. 
stance was due to the merit of Englishmen earned at a former birth, and 
that the denial of the privilege to the people of India was similarly due to 
their own bad luck. But what is the meaning of the term Kuropean 
British subject? The term includes even the naked Indians of Canada, 
the blackskinned, flat-nosed barbarians of the Cape of Good Hope, and 
those born in New Zealand and Australia. 

This definition of the term European British subject would lead one 
to suppose that the climate of India was undera curse, and that no sooner 
one left it, than one entered upon a new life. Nowhere but in India there 
exist such invidious race distinction and such unjust partiality. Will not 
the Government of Lord Ripon, which has removed so many blots from British 
rule in India, sweep away tiese blots also? And will it not by doing s0 
redeem the pledges contained in the celebrated Proclamation of Her Majesty 
the Queen? 

17. The Medim of the 26th February contains an article on the 

The Certificate Procedure under the Certificate Procedure under’ the Public 
Pzblic Demands Recovery Act. Demands Recovery Act. Inthe first place the 
law itself is objectionable ; secondly, its rigours have been enhanced by men 
entrusted with the collection of the road cess demands. In fact, if these men, 
not consulting, as they do now, their own convenience, had paid some atten- 
tion to the convenience of the people also, the rigours of the procedure 
might have been mitigated in a large measure. ‘These officers are aware 
that a single mehal is owned by many co-sharers. But, then, they for their 
own convenience, issue but one certificate for the total demand, instead 
of serving different ones for different defaulters. Again, if an individual 
co-sharer tenders his own due, his tender is refused. This state of things 
often results in the sale of mehals on account of arrears of revenue 
The Revenue Officers, if asked about the injustice of the procedure, have 
one plea to fa'l back upon; that is, “such are our orders.” This can, how- 
ever, be hardly believed. Had the case been so, how was it that Peary Baboo 
was able to realise Government demands in the Kasipore Mehal by serving 
different certificates ? 4 

Again, even admitting that the practice of serving one certificate 

in accordance with the orders of the Government, what justification 


Hardship to Assam Labourers. 


Ryots’ representative in the Legis- 
lative Council. 


—is.there for cases like the following :—(1) The re-issue of certificates eve 


when the revenue due from a mehal has been realized; (2) the sale of ® 
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mehal and the issue of the required notice of such sale afterwards; and 
(3) the sale of a mehal for arrears of revenue, and subsequent discovery 
that no arrears had accrued. 
18. A correspondent of the same paper gives a minute description Mapua, 
: of the illegal proceedings of Mr. Slack and Ferasry 2h, 1888. 
seeds cananets Baboo Sasi Bhushan in the khas mehals of 
the Midnapore district. The writer is an inhabitant of Keroal, where 
most of these illegal proceedings are said to have taken place. The 
observations made are similar to those noticed before (see paragraph 30 
of the Weekly Report for week ending the 24th February 1883). 

19. The Ananda Bazar Patrikéd of the 26th February sees no  Asszps Bass 

necessity for appointing a ryots’ representative february 26th, 1889. 
to the Indian Legislative Council. Govern- 
ment generally takes up the cause of the 
weak, provided that its own interest does not clash with theirs. There are, 
again, men who advocate the cause of the zemindars. Nobody, however, says 
anything in behalf of the intermediate tenants. Neither does the 
gemindar nor the Government like that there should be such tenants. 
Again, whenever a new law is enacted which affects the relations between 
the zemindar and the ryot, no mention is ever made of the rights of the 
middlemen. In case any zemindari is put up to auction for arrears of 
revenue, the sale destroys the rights of the middlemen, though it leaves those 
of the occupancy ryot intact. If, again, any ryot can prove that he has been 
cultivating a particular piece of land for twelve consecutive years, the law 
presumes that he has acquired aright of occupancy in the land. But the 
case is different as regards middlemen. They are, in fact, at the mercy of 
zemindars, even though they may have been in possession of their tenures for 
so much as tliree times twelve years. The zemindars, taking advantage of 
the provisions of Act X, have been able to destroy the rights of middlemen,— 
rights which they had enjoyed for generations past. 

It is, however, superfluous to remark that these middlemen, though 
thus harshly dealt with, are the most important class of men in this country. 

Itis these men that are particularly anxious for self-government. In 
conclusion, the Editor remarks that Government ought not to be indifferent 
to their interests. 


20. The Editor of the Prabhati of the 27th February is sorry to hear a 
a ak that nobody has as yet been selected for February o7th, 1988. 
testlative Oounail representing the ryot in the Indian Legislative 
Council. 
21. The Bharat Mihir of the 27th February, in an article headed sBaszar Miz, 
‘‘ Haughtiness of the Conquerors,” makes the Februsry 27th, 188s. 
der Quament of the Criminal Proce- following remarks in regard to the proposed 
amendment of the Criminal Procedure Code, 
and the opposition which the proposal has called forth from the Anglo-Indian 
community :—In the first place the proposed legislation is very limited in 
is scope. The Bill contemplates conferring jurisdiction over European 
British subjects on selected members of the Indian Civil Service, both 
covenanted and uncovenanted. As for native members of the covenanted 
civil service, how many are they in number? How many, again, 
have been allowed to enter the civil service as uncovenanted _ officers? 
The authors of the present agitation ought to have done well 
to ponder over these questions carefully before they made up their 
mands to oppose the Bill. What, again, would the civilized world: say of 
“aws which empower British boys fresh from England to take charge 
: the lives and properties of thousands of natives, and which at the same 
nag forbid elderly native officers, who have passed a hundred tests 
0 try a single ‘European British subject? Nor need the English 


Ryots’ Representative in the Indian 
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community in India entertain any fear for its guilty members for the 
will, as now, always remain above trial and punishment in consequence of the 
fear of the people to prosecute them and the inconveniences attending such 


: State church, maintained in this country for 
the benefit of a handful of Christians. This expenditure ought in propriety 
to be borne by England, which is by far the richer of the two countries, 

28. In reference to the propriety of including fresh date-juice 
among excisable articles, the Editor of the 
same paper hopes that Lord Ripon, before 
giving his assent to the Excise Act of the Bengal Council, will take the 
matter into consideration and remove the objectionable section. 

24. Referring to the oppression committed by the Magistrate of Ciitta- 
gong, and officers subordinate to him, on Asraf 
Bibi, the wife of the late Fazal Ali, the Editor 
of the same paper observes with regret that such acts of oppression still 
continue to be committed, even under the present Administration. 

25. The same paper hopes that the Lieutenant-Governor will take due 
care to ascertain the facts stated in the 
petition presented to His Honor by the in- 

habitants of Manoharapore, Dankuni, Gobra, and Beldanga with the 
object of obtaining exemption from the drainage cess imposed upon them. 
Neiiiiiaias 26. The Prabhati of the eter emebeni draws the erage of 
February 98th, 1883. “aon : the local authorities to the miserable state of 
— the Chitpore Road and the Barabazar Road 
in Calcutta. The Editor complains of the mud accumulated there, and 
requests the authorities to take a walk, particularly through the Barabazar 
Road, in order to be able to realize the justice of the complaint. 
eee 27. After commenting on the judgment passed py Mr. Browne in 
February 28th, 1889. the recent Pubng case, the Editor of the 
Sangbad Prabhakara of the 28th February goes 
on to remark that Mr. Thompson, anxious as he is believed to be, to 
satisfy the people in their just demands, should punish Mr. Rattray and such 
of his subordinates as were implicated in that case. 
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natives, or, at least, those of them that have 
been created “Roy Bahadurs” and ‘ Khan 
Bahadurs,” should be allowed to enroll themselves as volunteers. 
29. A correspondent of the ne Dinka of the 10th February 
says:—There are some 1,500 jaghirdaries in 
eanaare ane Sree the Banki district. ‘These ‘eahin range from 
5 to 100 bighas each. From the time of the native. administration 
these have been cultivated by ryots, who have paid their rent to the 
jaghirdars. We hear that in the decennial settlement proceedings it is 
recorded that, should the jaghirdars wish, they may take half the land 
from the ryots and cultivate it themselves. Even if there be a clause 
to this effect, it has never been enforced. On the occasion of the 
Collector’s last visit to Banki a few Paiks represented to him that, in conse 
quence of the ryots retaining the land, they were not able to get a sufficiency 
of food ; how were they, under the circumstances, to discharge the duties 
imposed upon them by Government. The Collector, in accordance with 
the advice of the Tehsildar, gave orders that notice should be served’ upon 
the ryots to give up half of their land. The orders of Government are 
invio able. But let it be considered what is likely to result from this 
action. The minds of both jaghirdars and ryots are now greatly agitated, 
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and both are raising a subscription in order to appeal to Government. In 
our judgment this is a case of killing the grasshopper to preserve the 
bird. The ryots have for along period held and improved the land. New 
land has everywhere increased in value : hence the proposed arrangement, 
f carried out, will cause great hardship to the poorryots. In our judgment, 
looking at the interest of both parties, it would have been better to have 
arranged that the jaghirdars should get a portion (samja) of the produce from 
the ryots. To give a jaghirdar 50 bighas from a jaghir provides a comfortable 
livelihood for the jaghirdar and his family, though it subjects five farmers and — 
their families to distress. Banki is now a Regulation District, hence the 
Court should decide as to who are the proprietors of the land, and what are 
the rights of the ryots- If the jaghirdars have the right to dispossess the 
ryots of the land, let them apply to the proper Court to have it done. At the 
same time let it be shown that the ryots have no right of possession. 

80. The Balasore Sombad Bahika of the 15th February says:— — Buasssoes 
: During Mr. Monro’s administration of the iacmue tae ae 

Jagganath Road Robberies. Police Department a reduction was made in atts 
the Orissa Police, and the Phandies on the Jagganath Road, in the Balasore 
district, were abolished. ‘The public strongly objected, and the Collector, 
Mr. Norman, repcrted the matter to Government. It is to be regretted that 
the then Lieutenant-Governor paid no attention to this representation, but 
approved of Mr. Monro’s action. Thefts are more numerous in the Balasore 
district than in any other district of Orissa. The large number of thefts and 
dacoities on the Jagganath Road are notorious ; hence, when Jagadis Nath 
Baboo was District Superintendent of Balasore, he placed patrols on the 
Jagganath Road, as well as established outposts at short distances. Robberies, 
&c., were, in consequence, at once suppressed. The readers of the Bahika 
are aware that in Banparia, Berwa, and other villages, within the jurisdiction 
of the Balasore thana are the houses of many thieves; hence the Phandies 
of Saragada and Bangere were established. Since the abolition of these 
two, thieves have become very numerous. Many thefts have been committed 
on the south of Bangerea Bazar, and on the north of Sargurda. It is | 
absolutely necessary that a Phandi should be again established in Bangerea, 
Nargada, and Banagan. : 

81. The Utkal Dipika of the 17th February states:—The arrange- | "Kit Dmiee 
ments made for administering the affairs ofthe == =~" 
: Mohurbhunj estate are still being discussed 

in the Calcutta papers, and some of them blame the Government and 

local officers for what has been done. In our opinion this is very unjust, 
and our reasons for this have already been fully given. The Lieutenant- 

Governor has not left the arrangement entirely to local officers. He called 

the Maharajah’s brothers to his presence, and formed his own opinion of their 
fitness. The Lieutenant-Governor has stated that the Commissioner’s 
opinion of their fitness was not favourable, and what he himself has seen 
furnishes no reason for differing from the Commissioner’s judgment. ‘Even 
M they were qualified, such is their new position in the line of inheritance 
that it would not be proper of them to be the guardians of the minor. The 
ieutenant-Governor’s arguments on this point are very powerful; nor can 
is decision be called in question. It would have been to the interest of 
the Rajah’s brothers if they had petitioned for Nunda Krishna Baboo’s 

‘ppointment as Manager, and not to have desired the post themselves. The 
j Post was first offered to the Baboo. He not accepting it, a European was 

appointed, simply on the ground of fitness. It would have been a matter of 
rejoicing had a native been appointed. Whether any among those who 
ipplied for the post were competent or not has not been made known. 
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